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Valparaíso bay is a spectacular and a unique natural amphitheater over the Pacific Ocean in central Chile. Valparaíso city, center of Chile third largest conurbation (Greater Valparaíso), is also the biggest harbor of the country and a well know cultural city that has been attracting many tourists during last decades. Its historical importance, its picturesque harbor surrounded by a large number of hills and its architecture and a mixed of 19th century styles of housing awarded Valparaíso with the title of World Heritage Site in 2003. The urban development of the city is situated on a land with a very complicated orography and, the necessity of transport infrastructures for the harbor, together with the increase of mobility and a lack of integrated urban planning have in some way degraded these natural beauties and cultural heritage. The paper is focused on the barrier that the highway and railway of the new Valparaíso metro have created between the city dwellers and the sea. The case of Caleta Portales waterfront and its activities have been studied. Then, some preview solutions have been analyzed in order to improve Valparaiso citizens and tourists’ quality of life and to finally return Valparaiso city to the sea.
The analysis of the interaction between Transport and Land-Use to understand the behavior and evolution of the cities can be summarize in three time steps: the Economic Approach, from 1826 to 1964 (Alonso, 1964), the Spatial Interaction Approach, Hansen 1959, Lowry 1964, Wilson 1974 and the Random utility approach, McFadden 1975. Each approach has influenced in a very strong way the city decision makers and the results can be seen in the evolution of the shapes of the cities. The first step, based on the economical efficiency, prioritized the fast connection between the demand and the supply. Very low attention had been paid between origin and destination, and classical consequences can be seen in the extremely polarized development of the industrial cities around factories, railways station or harbors. The second time step, the Spatial Interaction Approach, has been more concerned about the components of the transportation systems, the interaction with the territory and the consequences of developing one transportation graph or another. Transport infrastructures have been understood like a necessary tool to reach development objectives of new system activities after industrial revolution. Concepts like zones of activities, flows of demand between zones and capacity or accessibility are very well known from the rulers and developers of new spaces in the cities.  It can then be considered the beginning of the era of conceptual modeling of the transportation system and the use of future scenarios. The third step, Random utility approach, introduces or depurates concepts like area cordon, tactical planning, strategic planning and zoning that increase the necessity of modeling with a strong help of Geographic Information Systems. Random utility approach introduces a strong change, it evaluates the value that each user of the transport system assigns to each transport alternative available. The utility associated with each alternative depends on a series of characteristic attributes of the alternative itself and of the users.
Even in the last step mentioned, the Random utility approach, the use and the perception of a place at very low scale has been always forgotten or considered not relevant between the transportation system and land-use. Whereas the low scale or human scale is precisely the scale of the user of the transportation system. In fact people indeed move between places, but above all they live and spend time in a place instead of just moving from one site to another. This is the case of the area of Caleta Portales in Valparaíso, Chile. A wonderful place in the bay of Valparaíso city, full of opportunities for creativity, that has been condemned to be isolated and degraded, as consequences of not being considered in the development transportation system of the city. The reason of this degrade is precisely due to its out of scale model. The consequences fall back not only on Caleta Portales but also on the whole city that is loosing its charm, its quality of life, the possibility of new economic activities for the area and, among other losses, the value of the surrounding residential areas.

To recover Caleta Portales and to give back the sea to Valparaíso, three alternatives have been analyzed. Two of them are focused in giving more width to the remains of Caleta Portales beaches by artificial nourishment supported by artificial groin systems and a reordering in order to create new activities in the back beach area. This reordering can be based on accessibility improvements by a series of pedestrian footbridges. These two solutions appear to be the easiest and most economical solutions, but they forget about the real problem: the inappropriate planning of a transport graph of Valparaíso to the new reality of the city. The third alternative is more ambitious and asks to bury  the highway and the metro railway. This solution would open the university area and the district to the sea. It would give a new space to the citizens that nowadays are trapped among continuous traffic jams. This could be considered a high cost solution, but at the end it would clearly turn to be the most efficient solution, also economically. Indeed this solution considers not only the transportation concept, but all the possible factors, giving to our analysis the appropriate time period characterization.
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